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Malawi Famine Relief Efforts

Our companion synod in Malawi (ELCM) is currently experiencing a famine due to
the severe flooding that occurred earlier this year. Because of the famine, and
estimated 2.8 million people in the "Warm Heart of Africa" are currently facing
starvation. Unfortunately, the situation will only get worse. The need for food and
resources is critical during the peak of the famine (November 2015 - March 2016). ©
Please consider joining the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin in our relief efforts to
reduce hunger and starvation. Monetary gifts will be sent directly to Malawi's food
ministries. Thank you! Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

So far, in response to the severe flooding and famine that is impacting our
brothers and sisters in Malawi, the congregations of the NWSWI have currently
raised $83,730 for the Famine Relief campaign--thank you for your generosity!
Because there is still much work to be done, these relief efforts will continue
through March of 2016.

So with all that said, St. John’s, Spencer is challenging you to fill the globe in the
sanctuary for Malawi during the month of March.

Holy Week Worship
Palm Sunday, March 20, 8 am, 10 am, || am*

Maundy Thursday, March 24, 6:30 pm & 8 pm*

Good Friday, March 25, 6:30 pm & 8 pm*

Easter Sunday, March 27, 8 am, 10 am, | | am*
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We Are the Church

Worship Times

8:00 am Sunday @ Spencer : e e s ‘
10:00 am Sunday @ Spencer a I n o O 5 et | e r
[1:00 am Sunday@ Riplinger - % i : (==Y e ' > a
6:30 pm Wednesday@ Spencer

Saturday, March 12,2016

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
A one day Synod wide learning event FOR YOU! Have you ever heard the

Sunday school ditty “l am the church, you are the church, we are the church

Church Office
B3750 State Hwy 13
Spencer, WI 54479
715-659-515

e - together,” that’s what this day is all about.

Website: Join others from throughout Northwestern Wisconsin for a day of learning,
www.stjohnsspencer.com sharing, renewing and connecting. Walking Together is a day designed especially
for you--because YOU ARE THE CHURCH - whether you're a committee
member, musician, pastor, teacher, or someone who is simply interested in the

Pastor future of the church this day is for you. People of all ages, interests,

Rev. Rebekah Tarras

Email: sjlcpastor@frontier.com
Home: 715-687-3430 You will have the opportunity to choose from a wide range of workshops that
Cell: 715-897-5393 focus on topics relevant to today's congregations. To see a list of this year's

backgrounds, etc. are welcome!

workshops click here or check out the print out on the bulletin board.
Secretary:

Jenny Nieman
Office Hours: 8:30 am-4:30 pm and young adults to attend, anyone under the age of 25, will be admitted free.

Cost is $15 per person and includes lunch and program. To encourage youth

Sjlc?ﬁice@frontier-com To register, contact Jenny in the church office by March 6 (but sooner is
Office: 715-659-5158 better). If you do not register in advance, the cost will be $25 per person at

the door.

Mission Statement , e
G If you’re wondering if this is for you, then you should go. If you care about the

LIVE Daily in God’s grace future of the church, you should go. If you’re wondering how other churches
GROW in our discipleship are building God’s kingdom, you should go. Because we are the church

SHARE Christ with all together.

Communication
Deadlines
Help us keep people informed
by submitting your information 2016 Spencer Church Council
:o"the.chudrchd?ffic? before the Chair— Dennis Kopp
° c\xvmgll = |nﬁ.s. Vice Chair— Jody Scidmore
ecily e-maik Secretary— Glenda Fellenz
Tuesday 9 am .
Sunday bulleti Treasurer— Roxie Wetterau
unday bufletin Worship Director— Cindy Weiler
Thursdays 9 am . . .
Faith Development Director— Jenny Nieman
Monthly Newsletter: . .
20th of each ¢h Fellowship & Care Director— Amy Weber
O Cacil RO Stewardship Director— Heather Vogel
Social Concerns Director— Amy Schmidt
Buildings & Grounds Director— David Knecht



http://www.nwswi.org/webfiles/fnitools/documents/all_info_2016.pdf

Worship

Sunday Readings
March 6

Great commandment,
widow’s offering

Wednesday Lent Schedule Mark 12:28-44
5:30 pm Soup Supper at Spencer
6:30 pm Worship at Spencer March 13
8:00 pm Worship at Riplinger, lunch follows The end of the age, call to be
watchful
New Worship Music Leader Mark 13:1-8, 24-37
I’'m Rhonda Marcott, | will be helping Pastor Rebekah with worship music, and March 20
_ I'm excited to serve you and God. My husband and | moved )
. . . . Triumphal entry
~ _— from Texas to Wisconsin and love being close to family and the Mark 1 1:1-11
C colder weather. | taught for 27 years as a teacher. Now I'm S
— \ e . Woman anoints Jesus at
- ready for my for the challenges God has for me as Worship Beth
Inf'”o‘;:lu';ﬂcmg Music Leader. | would love to see choirs at our church. | would cthany
NEW also like to see a worship band. If you would love to worship Mark 14:3-9
God singing or playing an instrument please call me at: 715-368-
| 1053, cell phone 254-368-1068, or emaiat March 27
STA]:]: rhondamarcott@gmail.com. I'm here to serve God and Resurrection, empty tomb

and fleeing in fear
Mark 16:1-8

St. John’s Church, Spencer.

Holy Week Worship
Palm Sunday, March 20, 8 am, 10 am, || am*

Maundy Thursday, March 24, 6:30 pm & 8 pm*
Communion with a readers theatre that invites the congregation to imagine Jesus’ walk from Gethsemane to

the cross through the eyes of different characters along the way.

Good Friday, March 25, 6:30 pm & 8 pm*
Readings, music and short reflections trace the story of Christ’s passion. As lights are extinguished, we ponder

the depth of Christ’s suffering and death; we remember the gift of his sacrifice.

Easter Sunday, March 27, 8 am, 10 am, | | am*
A joyful celebration of our Lord’s resurrection

*I'l am & 8 pm services are at Riplinger

in the highest!
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Sunday School, Cross Training & Youth

Note about Sgencer Sunday School

There will not be Sunday school classes on Easter Sunday March 27, classes resume
April 3.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School will be June 26-30 for kids age 3 to fifth grade. Friends and

neighbors are always welcome.

Theme: Cave Quest— Following Jesus, the Light of the World

Gear up for an over-the-top underground adventure! Ground kids in the

rock-solid foundation of God’s love, a love that takes us through life’s dark times. . _ FL[OW| JE
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

e For decorating purposes we could use: cardboard tubes (paper towel,
wrapping paper tubes or larger tubes. NO toilet paper tubes.)

Butter Braid Update
Thank you to everyone who purchased ButterBraids, we sold 223 for a profit of $1115 for Bible Camp

Scholarships. Thanks again for helping send kids to Bible Camp.

Bible Camp

Registration for Luther Park Bible Camp is open, brochures are at church or take a look online at

www.lutherpark.org.

Basket Raffle

The Basket Raffle is in full swing, if you haven’t had a chance to buy tickets, you still have a few weeks. Proceeds
from the basket raffle will help fund the 2016 Mission Trip to Nashville, TN. There are 30 baskets to choose from,
clean up the garage, kitchen baskets, bird lovers basket, baskets for women and kids, quilt made by Pastor and

décor baskets. Take a look at the selection in the fellowship hall and purchase tickets by March 20.

Winners names will be drawn on March 20. Thank you to everyone who donated items or entire baskets, we

appreciate your generosity.



Faith Opportunities

Via De Cristo

You will enjoy three days singing, learning, laughing, worshipping, reflecting, praying and
(% IQ\ | I I‘S participating in small groups. Discussions center around fifteen talks given by laity and clergy.
¢ - e These talks present the theme of God’s grace, how that grace comes alive in the Christian

WI , community and how it expresses itself in the world. You'll also discover how grace is real in
LRVAR

your life, how you live a life of grace, and bring grace to others. You will have the opportunity
to participate in the daily celebration of Holy Communion and to understand more fully the
@l l P\l ST’\ body of Christ. You will experience God’s grace through the prayers and acts of anonymous
= ~ service offered by the Via de Cristo community. You will leave with an experience of

/ 1 Christian love in action that will equip you for new levels of grace-filled service and leadership.
% XPENSE ey 8 P

Interested or want to know more? Talk with Pastor Rebekah. call the church office,
information is also in the brochure rack.

Vacation BibI School Crew Neede

_ We are super excited about VBS this summer! It will be five days of fun, hands
Adventurous on experiential teaching/learning and helping kids discover Jesus is the light of

- Adults/HS Youth the world!
: We are looking for high school youth and adults who love Jesus and are

excited to share that love with kids. If that’s you, contact the church office to
ask questions or to select a role in VBS. NO experience necessary. Training

and materials will be provided.

Seeking Station Leaders for: KidVid Cinema; Cavern Café; SpeLunker Sports &
Games; Deep Bible Quests. We also need crew leaders and kitchen crew.

the Netflix of Christian resources
Part of our mission statement is to share Christ with all; to equip each of us a

little better to do that in our everyday lives, we offer the online resource:

rIghtnow MEDIA

RightNow Media. If you haven’t taken a look at this resource, give it a try soon.

You can view great videos from your phone, tablet or computer.

You can access RightNow Media directly from our website: www.stjohnsspencer.com, just click on the link and set
up your account. Feel free to send your friends over to the website so they can have access to this fabulous

resource too.



Bible Camp

8 Registration Now Available for Luther Park Summer Camp
Luther Park bible Camp, your Lutheran Camp, is pleased to announce that registration for the

2016 summer camp program is now available. Visit www.lutherpark.org or the brochures at
church to see all the programs that are available for children and youth Kindergarten through
|2th grade.

To get your first choice of the program offerings, pick
up a brochure or online today.

St. John’s, Spencer has Bible Camp Scholarships for
each child/youth that attends Bible Camp. Talk with

Pastor or Jenny Nieman.
Register and pay in full by May | and you can save $20.

Do you want to know how to make quilts? Maybe you already know a few things, but want to
improve your skills? This is the perfect event for you. You do not need to know how to sew to

participate. We'll teach you how to cut blocks; sew them together; press seams; put together the
quilt top, batting and backing; and to finish the quilt by tying the blocks. You won’t need to spend

the entire day you can come and go as you need to.

Community Outreach Meal for Everyone

March 22, 5-6 pm

Many hands are needed each month for this meal. Each month we need cooks,

food servers, beverage servers, greeters, dish washers, and clean up crew. Each
job only requires a short amount of your time. You can sign up on the bulletin

board in the entry or from the home page of the church website.

Spencer Food Pantry Immediate Needs

Gluten Free Items One pint size vegetable oil Tuna Helper
Paper Towels Flour Saltines

Ketchup Sugar Graham Crackers
Canned Mixed Veggies Boxed Mashed Potatoes Toilet Paper
Small size Laundry Detergent Canned Fruit Cereal

6
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Riplinger News

WELCA Meeting Minutes
WELCA met Feb. 4 with six members present. Meeting was called to order after Pastor Rebekah led the Bible study.

Secretary and treasurer’s reports were read. Motion made and seconded that the free will offering from the Souper

Bowl dinner is to be used for fixing the bell tower on the church okayed.

Copies of needed items were handed out for the collection for the Veteran’s Home in King, copies were also put in
members mailboxes. We received $250 seed money from Thrivent for the project. Items will be collected

throughout Lent.

The curtain for storage area on west end of the altar has been dry cleaned.

Valentine cards will be sent to our shut ins.

Next meeting day will be March 3.

Jewel Schuette is on altar committee.

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer and table grace.

lla Meacham, secretary

Lenten Lunch Servers
Mar 2 Deana Parker, Sharon Hamus, Trish Porter

Mar 9  Gail Burns, Brenda Newman, Joy Miller

Mar 16 Joan Miller, Jody Viegut, Jewel Schuette

Date Reader Communion |Counters
Mar. 2 Bob Burns John Meacham
Scott Parker
Mar. 6 Brenda Tom Dommer
Newman Sherry Schmutzler
Mar. 9 Dave Newman Jody Viegut
Sue Wallace
Mar. |13 Deana Parker |Joan Miller Bob Burns
Dave Newman
Mar. 16 |Don Newman Dawn Pagenkopf
Brenda Newman
Mar. 20 |Dorene Deana Parker
Newman Gail Burns
Mar. 24 | Gail Burns Gail Burns Jane Meacham
Joy Miller
Mar. 25 |Joy Miller Woayne Hendrickson
John Meacham
Mar.27 |Lois Block Scott Parker Scott Parker

Tom Dommer
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Congregation Meeting
March 6 following worship. Pastor Greg

Kaufmann will be here to facilitate the
discussion of our possible partnering with

Trinity in Unity.

SOUPer Bowl Sunday Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who supported the
Souper Bowl Sunday. We served 50 people
and raised $648.00 which will go towards
repairing the steeple. Many thanks to all who
donated food and who worked to make this

a successful fund-raiser.

Attention:Thrivent Members
March 31st is again the deadline for donating

funds to St John's of Riplinger through your
“Choice Dollars” Last year the “Choice
Dollars” that you directed to St. John’s,
totaled $868. If you have any questions
please ask any of the Thrivent members
listed on the poster at church. Thank you

for your support.

Riplinger Attendance

January 3 31
January 10 28
January 17 39
January 24 48
January 31 32



March Birthdays & Anniversaries

B RTHDCL S 6 Bob Fellenz Mary Seefeld

Sookie Heeg 22 Austin Elsinger
Gary Thompson 25 Sean Parker
7 Dave Strupp 26 Kaitlyn Schmidt
8 Wayne Hagen 28 Bruce Luepke
9 Bristol Engevold Jace Zahn
| LeRoy Dommer Doris Seefeld 29 Shelbi Hoefs
Mike Lehman |0 Jeremy Olson 30 Sarah Bychinski
Keith Raatz Kyanna Weiler Courtney Fleischman
2 Pat Miller 4 Olivia Schuette Sean Parker
Kristy Kieffer 6 Harleigh Hoefs BethAnn Skattebo
Brandon Kopp Addison Knecht
3 Keith Kettleborough 18 Tracey Ackman
Elle Sundell 21 Dan Foth
4 Bryan Kilty Jodi Pilsner
March Anniversaries
|  Kyle & Aubrie Herman 2 yrs |7 Bryan & Tanya Kilty 15 yrs mapch
8 Dave & Marlene Hanson 36 yrs 20 Paul & Lucy Habeck 28 yrs %
10 Bob & Glenda Fellenz 38 yrs 22 Rich & Kelly Wilke 20 yrs aNvaersaﬂeS
|4 Doug & Barb Seefeld 46 yrs > _ —Qo—

Church Camping Weekend
~—= June 3-5, 2016
Dexter Park Group Sites

Hosted by Men in Mission

& You don’t need to camp for the weekend! Everyone is invited to join us June 4
at 3 pm for games, potluck supper (5 pm) and outdoor worship.

7 For the potluck, bring your own meat, a dish to pass, chairs and beverages.

| To reserve a campsite ($52 for weekend) contact Travis Hardrath 715-507-0548

Thank you Card

Thank you to all that brought bars, cookies or cakes to the funeral and also thanks to those that served the food:
Glenda Fellenz, Carmin Elsinger, Dorothy Marten, Inez Fosberg, Amanda Knecht, Sharon Schiszik, Jan Ammons,
Audrey Helsten, Janell & Dennis Kopp, lla Meacham, Teri Schorer and thanks to anyone we may have inadvertently
missed.

With love,

Emily & Payton Weiler



Spencer Serving Schedule

If you cannot serve when you are scheduled please find a replacement

and then contact the church office with the change so it can be noted

and printed correctly in the bulletin. Thanks!

March Schedule

8:00 am March 6 March 13 March 20 March 24 March 25 March 27
' 6:30 pm 6:30 pm
8:00 am Greeter Bob & Audrey Theresa Kenyon Jesse Klement Bob & Glenda Fellenz | Nancy Dietsche Karen & Gary
Helsten Grieeser
8:00 am Technology Allen Jicinsky Brandon Kopp Dennis Kopp Dennis Kopp Jody Scidmore Jody Scidmore
Sound: Bruce Luepke
8:00 am Ushers Jim Christopherson | Jan Ammons Bob Helsten Paige Lawrence Jan Ammons Bob & Glenda
Bill Martens Ed Bruger Bill Martens Bob Helsten Ed Bruger Fellenz
8:00 am Communion Teri Schorer Jody Scidmore Amy Weber Penni Cloud Cindy Weiler
Assistant Janine Luepke
Kelly Lawrence
8:00 am Acolyte Colten Schillinger | Sawyer Kilty Katilyn Schmidt Leah Cook Paige Klement
8:00 am Reader Glenda Fellenz Jim Christopherson Janell Kopp Basket bearer: Allen Jicinsky
Ethan Cloud
9 :00 am Hospitality Karen Grieser Pam Hardrath Jesse Klement Neil Schauer
10:00 am
10:00 am Greeter Holly Bauer Lori Cook Tanya Griepentrog Nancy Dietsche
10:00 am Technology Allen Jicinsky Tracey Ackman Paige Lawrence Brandon Kopp
10:00 am Sound Nadine Willett Shelby Christopherson | Bruce Luepke Randi Thompson
10:00 am Assisting Cindy Weiler Jody Scidmore Roxie Wetterau Allen Jicinsky
Minister
10:00 am Ushers Bruce Luepke Alexis Tremelling Travis Hardrath Gail Jicinsky
Milt Viergutz Josie Tremelling Bruce Luepke Janine Luepke
10:00 am Communion Jenny Nieman Amy Weber Janine Luepke Dennis Kopp
Assistants Penni Cloud Milt Viergutz Jenny Nieman Janell Kopp
Amanda Gronski Kelly Lawrence Jody Scidmore Neil Schauer
10:00 am Acolyte Kylie Smazal Jaci Cook Kole Herman Treyton Ackman
10:00 am Basket bearer | Abby Wilke Alec Cook Dani Soback
Counters Teri Schorer Brandon Kopp Lori Helsten Teri Schorer
Jackie Soback Patty Behrens Paul Christopherson Wayne Hagen
Larry Labrensz Randi Thompson Larry Labrensz Jerry Marden
Communion Set up for the month: Amanda Gronski
Wed 6:30 pm March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30
Greeter Kole Herman Shelbi Hoefs Rich Wilke
Usher Janine Luepke Bob & Glenda Fellenz | Janine Luepke Amanda Gronski
Jim Christopherson Jim Christopherson
Technology Tracey Ackman Allen Jicinsky Tracey Ackman Roxie Wetterau
Sound Randi Thompson Randi Thompson Randi Thompson
Acolyte Brooke Suckow Lydia Nieman Jose Tremelling Aliyah Anderson
Reader Teri Schorer Glenda Fellenz Jerry Marden
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Spencer Annual Meeting Minutes

January 24, 9 am
Present: 65 voting members per signature roster

Chairperson: Allen Jicinsky
Minutes: Jody Scidmore, Recording Secretary

Call to Order : Allen called meeting to order at 9 am

Devotion - Devotion and prayer led by Pastor Rebekah
Tarras

Annual meeting reports Reports printed in 2015
Annual Reports. No discussion.

Appointments |. Sexton: Allen Jicinsky will be
appointed after meeting by Dennis Kopp, Chairman
elect.

2. Teri Schorer, Gary Grieser and Jan Ammons
appointed to Audit committee

Old Businessnone

New Business Leadership team appointments:
Heather Vogel, Stewardship chairperson; Dawn Buse,

Personnel Committee

2016 Spending Plan Roxie Wetterau, treasurer,
reviewed treasurer’s report and 2016 Spending Plan.
MSA (Dave Buse/Bruce Luepke) to approve 2016

Spending Plan.

Worship services

I. Cindy Weiler, Worship Chairperson, led discussion
regarding continuing with 2 Sunday services.

2. Motion made and seconded (Bruce Luepke/Penni
Cloud) to continue with 2 Sunday services.

3. Motion amended and seconded (Teri Schorer/Gail
Jicinsky) to provide 2 services during school year and |

during summer months.

4. Dave Buse requested a ballot vote.

5. Ballot clerks appointed by Allen Jicinsky: Carmen
Elsinger and Kelly Lawrence.

6. Amendment passed by ballot vote.

7. Amended motion to continue with 2 worship
serviced during school year and 1 service during

summer months, passed by ballot vote.

8. Cindy Weiler invited all interested members to attend
next Worship committee meeting on February 7.

Adjourn Outgoing council members thanked and
meeting adjourned by Allen Jicinsky at 9:40 AM.

Lent Soup Suppers

On Wednesdays during Lent we
offer Soup Suppers at 5:30 pm as
a time to gather for food and

fellowship before worship.

Volunteers provide a pot of soup,

pan of bars or dessert and help serve/clean up. If you
would like to help, sign up for a date that works for you
on the bulletin board at church or on the church
website: www.stjohnsspencer.com. Click on the worship

tab.

A free will offering is taken at the soup suppers, the
money given helps send kids to Summer Bible Camp.

Spencer Attendance

ed. January 27 22
Wed. February 3 25
Wed. February 10 14
Wed February 17 89

8 am Sunday Worship

January 31 38
February 7 41
February 14 26
February 21 41
10 am Sunday Worship
January 31 68
February 7 55

February 14 67
February 21 78




Riplinger Easter Lily Order Form
Please return complete form to Lois Block by March 20.
Cost: $11 each

Name of person(s) ordering

Number of Lilies

Reason (i.e. In memory of; in honor of; in celebration of, etc.)

Spencer Contributions to Easter Flowers
If you would like to give a donation toward the purchase of Easter Lilies please fill out this form and return it

& money (checks to payable to St. John’s) to Jackie Soback by March 20. Flowers may be taken home on a first

come first serve basis following worship on Easter Sunday until March 27, remaining lilies will be donated.
Cost: $12 each

Name of person(s) contributing:

Number of Lilies:

Reason (i.e. In memory of; in honor of; in celebration of, etc.)




