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Maybe it is the darkness of these shorter days, or the 

challenges a number of people are facing in their lives 

but as I was reading in 2 Kings the other day, this verse 

caught my attention: “Thus says the Lord: Set your house in 

order, for you shall die; you shall not recover.”(2 Kings 20:1)   

“Set your house in order, for you shall die.”  Not a very 

encouraging verse of scripture and yet, the truth is we 

will all die.  Most of us assume that will be in our old 

age, but will it?  When Hezekiah heard these words, he 

was probably only in his 30’s, certainly not an old man. 

The reality is that accidents happen, cancer gets 

diagnosed, health deteriorates, heart attacks and strokes 

don’t always given warning.  We don’t know when our 

time will come.   

So, my challenge for you as we enter into a new year is 
to heed the prophet’s advice to “set your house in 

order” specifically in three areas of your life. 

First, as your pastor, I urge you to put your relationship 

with Christ in order.  We’ve been hearing in worship 

over the past several weeks about the people of old 

worshipping idols and forgetting about their God.  As 

we enter into a new year, how is your relationship with 

God?  Take some time to evaluate how it’s going.  What 

might be an idol in your life that needs to be removed?  

What do you need to do to refocus on your relationship 

with Christ?  What sin needs to be confessed? What 

relationships need reconciliation? What practices do you 

need to implement or what goals do you need to set to 

care for your relationship with your Savior Jesus Christ?   

Second, I urge you to put your relationships in order, 

especially with your family.  In Hezekiah’s case this was a 

rather unique family as he was the king, entrusted with 

the care of the entire nation, and that meant he had 

some important decisions to make.  Most importantly 

about the line of succession because at that point in 

time, he didn’t have an obvious heir.  So setting his 

house in order means he had to make some decisions 

about how the nation is to be cared for after his death.  

Now, I know most of us are not kings or queens 

entrusted with an entire nation, but we do have families 

that need to be tended.  Setting our house in order 

involves making sure we address those matters.   

If you have minor children, who should care for them if 

something happens to you?  Have you made a will that 

states who will receive custody of your family?  The 
truth is, that if you haven’t decided who will receive 

custody in the event of death, the State will decide for 

you and their decision may not be according to your 

wishes.  

Even if you are single or don’t have children or your 

children are older, do you have a will in place to provide 

instructions for estate upon your death?  If you haven’t 

done this, someone will have to become the executor of 

your estate and it will cost them money to do so.  It 

doesn’t matter if you think you don’t have any money, 

this is about settling your affairs.  Plus, I cannot tell you 

how many families, even the most loving ones, that have 

been destroyed by fights as a result of trying to settle an 

estate when a family member did not provide a will. Talk 

about a mess! Is that what you want for your family?  1 

Timothy 5:8 states “Anyone who does not provide for their 

New Year’s Challenge:  Set your house in Order 
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Worship Times 
8:00 am Sunday @ Spencer  

10:00 am Sunday @ Spencer  

11:00 am Sunday@ Riplinger 

6:30 pm Wednesday@ Spencer 
 

Church Office 
B3750 State Hwy 13 

Spencer, WI 54479 

715-659-5158 

 

Website: 
www.stjohnsspencer.com 

 

Pastor 
Rev. Rebekah Tarras 

Email: sjlcpastor@frontier.com 

Home: 715-687-3430 

Cell: 715-897-5393 

 

Secretary:  
Jenny Nieman 

Office Hours: 8:30 am-4:30 pm 

sjlcoffice@frontier.com 

Office: 715-659-5158 

 

Mission Statement 
(Spencer) 
LIVE Daily in God’s grace  

GROW in our discipleship  

SHARE Christ with all 

 

Communication  

Deadlines 
Help us keep people informed 

by submitting your information 

to the church office before the 

following deadlines: 

•  Weekly e-mail:  

Tuesday 9 am 

 Sunday bulletin  

Thursdays 9 am 

 Monthly Newsletter:  

20th of each month 

 
relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse 

than an unbeliever.” If you do not have a will, please make that a priority and 

get it done.  

Third, I urge you to make sure you have an advanced directive and power of 

attorney for health care.  If you do not make decisions about your health care, 

the care you receive may not reflect your wishes.  Plus, Wisconsin is NOT a 

next of kin state which means if something happens to you and you have not 

designated who has authority to make health care decisions on your behalf 

should you not be able to do so, then a guardianship must be granted which 

will cost your loved ones about $2500 in legal fees.   

In a recent situation, a husband suffered a traumatic head injury and was 

declared not mentally competent enough to make his own decisions.  Due to 

the extended recovery he was facing, it was determined he would need to 

spend time in an extended care facility.  But he had not designated a health 

care agent, so his wife had to go to a lawyer and go to court to get 
guardianship for him so that he could go to the nursing home for his recovery.  

This expensive process took more than 2 months and could have been 

avoided if they had simply completed a power of attorney or advance directive 

naming a health care agent and granting them authority to make decisions on 

their behalf. 

Last year, Jeff and I made it a priority to set our house in order.  We went to a 

lawyer and had wills drawn up as well as power of attorney for health care and 

finances.  I cannot tell you how much of a relief it is for me to know that we 

have done these things.  As life changes and our family grows, we will need to 

revisit these documents to make sure they are updated and that we are 

keeping our “house in order”.  As 2016 begins, I challenge you to set your 

house in order.  Take time to either do or review this important paperwork 

and make sure your house is in order. 

Finally, as you take care of these various details, please, please, please 

communicate them with your family.  Read them your will now so there will 

not be any surprises when you are gone thus reducing the potential for hurt 

feelings and conflict among your loved ones.  Talk about your health care 

wishes so if/when something happens to you they will know your wishes. Take 

the time to set your house in order. Not only will it give you peace, but it is 

one of the most loving things you can do for your family.  Don’t wait until it’s 

too late. 

Blessings to you, 

Pastor Rebekah  

PS: For a free Advanced Directive for Health Care form check out Honoring 

Choices Wisconsin at https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/

hcw/ 

PSS:  Need help with having the conversation with your loved ones?  You 

might check out deathoverdinner.org that will provided invitations, videos or 

articles to read, conversation prompts and suggestions for hosting and 

moderating a conversation. 

https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/hcw/
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/hcw/
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Worship 

Wednesday Worship During Lent 
It’s never too early to start thinking about Lent! Ash Wednesday is February 10, 

so it will be here before we know it. This Lenten season will feature a series of 

short skits on the Wednesday evening services during the six weeks of Lent. 

“Going Deeper” is a series of sketches about a man named Alan who can’t quite 

wrap his head around Lent – and why it’s important. 

Readers are needed to take part in the skits from February 10 – March 16. The 

parts are suitable for older teens to adults, either male or female. No 

memorization is required, and the commitment can be just one week or all six.  

If you are interested in participating, have questions, or would like to view the 

script, please contact Roxie Wetterau at 715-207-7284 or email 

packerfans3@frontier.com.  

January 3 ~ New Beginnings 
Jesus reveals the character of His power 

Mark 1:21-45 

January 10 ~ New Wine 
Jesus heals a paralytic & eats with tax collectors 

Mark 2:1-22 

January 17 ~ New Growth  
Parables of  sower & mustard seed 

Mark 4:1-34 

 

January 24 ~ New Life 
Jesus heals Jairus’ daughter 

Mark 5:21-43 

January 31 ~ New Context 
Jesus rejected at Nazareth; sending of the twelve 

Mark 6:1-29 

February 7 ~ New Perspective 
Peter’s confession, passion, prediction 

Mark 8:27-9:8 

 

Sunday Readings  

 

“All Things New” 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 
As we move into the New Year, we will work our way through the life of Christ as it is told in the Gospel of Mark. 

As Mark conveys it, Jesus comes on the scene like a whirlwind. This is serious stuff. And Jesus gets right down to 

business, not only in telling people to change their ways but in healing people as a sign that this notion of ‘new 

beginning’ was not mere words, mere theory, nor mere wishful thinking. Real people with real problems were 
finding a healing and a peace and renewed purpose. Mark’s gospel is the shortest of the biblical gospels in terms of 

length but it is also the fastest in terms of pace repeating the term immediately some 40 times. 
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Notes about Spencer Sunday School 
 Thank you to everyone involved in the Christmas 

program. It was a great worship service to retell about 

God’s love and promise for us all. 

 Classes resume January 3 

 Recharge January 8-9 at Luther Park, Chetek for grades 

3rd-12th  Spend 24 hours at Camp to recharge faith 

through faith discussion, music, friends, and activities. 

Explore how the miracles of Jesus must have been 

breaking news of the time and how we too would want 

to share the news! Cost: $75; brochures are on bulletin 

board at church or register online www.lutherpark.org 
the Netflix of Christian 

resources 
You can view great videos 

from your phone, tablet or computer.  

Jenny’s picks for this month for kids and youth:  
 Iesodo– Kindness 

 Seeds of Faith (great way to memorize 

some verses) 

 Awaken by D.A. Horton 

 Eternity by Francis Chan 

NEW you can gain access to RightNow Media 

directly from our website: 

www.stjohnsspencer.com, just click on the link 

and set up your account. Feel free to send your 

friends over to the website so they can have 

access to this fabulous resource too.  

Cross Training 
 Classes resume January 6.  

 ButterBraid sale will begin January 24. 6th-8th 

graders will sell ButterBraids to raise funds for 

the Bible Camp Scholarship Fund.  

 SAVE the date! Feb. 27 Christ Jam a one day 

middle school youth gathering at Bethany 

Lutheran in Rice Lake. Watch for more 

information soon! 

Sunday School, Cross Training & Youth 

2016 Mission Trip Meeting 
Monthly mission trip meetings are the first 

Wednesday of each month at 8 pm. Next 

meeting January 6, 8 pm.  

Basket Raffle 
Anyone wishing to donate an entire themed basket or items for a basket, now is the best time to 

start shopping!  

Possible ideas for baskets: sports them, date night, Starbucks, Candy, Movie, Camping, Grilling, 

Hunting….. The possibilities are endless, just google or Pinterest “Basket Raffle ideas”, you’ll be 

amazed!  

Baskets or items need to be to church by Feb. 7 drop them off in Pastor’s office. Questions about 

the basket raffle, call, text, or message Pastor.  
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Adult Faith Opportunities 

New Women's Bible Study starting January 19th - 

"Children of the Day" by Beth Moore 

Join Beth Moore and walk the shores of Thessalonica with this verse-

by-verse study of 1 and 2 Thessalonians. During this nine session 

study, you'll learn how to let go of past mistakes and discover your 

circumstances are not coincidental - God's timing is impeccable! 

Whether you're facing family crises, medical diagnoses, relationship 

troubles, doubts, or fears, you'll come away encouraged that even 

though it may not feel that way, you are exactly where Christ wants 

you to be! "You are children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness." 

1 Thessalonians 5:5  

Study group will meet at church the third Tuesday each month at 7:00 pm beginning in January. Course fee is $25. 

Contact Gail Jicinsky 715-659-4053 to learn more or to sign up.  

2016 Parents Summit  

Feb 13, at Woodlands Church, Plover  

The Parent's Summit is about bringing top quality 

resources and teaching to Central Wisconsin parents in a fun, engaging and encouraging way! Being a parent is tough 
- being a parent alone is insane. Join with hundreds of other moms and dads and learn just how good doing this 

together can be.  

The Parent's Summit takes place in one day. You decide, attend the morning session or the afternoon session - or 

both! Both sessions include worship, comedy, two keynote addresses and a number of different workshops. For 

lunch, an hour-long comedy Valentines day event featuring Daren Streblow! 

We understand the place most young families are in - always a ton going on, money is tight and too much to do! 

We've done everything we can to keep costs as low as possible so you can enjoy as much of the Parent's Summit as 

possible! So you choose if attend only the morning session, only the afternoon or both. The cost adjusts according 

your attendance, take a look: online (http://www.parentssummit.com/ticket.html); maximum cost for all that is 

scheduled - $35 per person. 

Invest in the Success of Your Marriage! 
February 12 - 14, 2016 

DoubleTree by Hilton (Minneapolis North) Hotel Brooklyn 

Center, MN  

Apply now online at GodLovesMarriage.org! 

Contact Pete & Phyllis McMahon at 763-561-1575 or  mcmahonp@comcast.net for more information. 

Pre-registration is required - don't miss out! 

http://www.parentssummit.com/ticket.html
mailto:mcmahonp@comcast.net


6 

 

Adult Faith Opportunity 

Community Outreach  

Meal for Everyone  
January 26, 5-6 pm  
Many hands are needed each month for this meal.  Each month we need 

cooks, food servers, beverage servers, greeters, dish washers, and clean 

up crew. Each job only requires a short amount of your time. You can 

sign up on the bulletin board in the entry or from the home page of the 

church website.  

Financial Peace University Class 
Classes start January 17, 6:30 pm and meets Sundays for 9 weeks. A minimum of 8 people are needed for this class 

to run. Sign up by January 4 to have materials in hand for the first class. Registrations will be taken after Jan 4 too. 

Class will be held at St. John’s, Spencer and facilitated by Wayne Hagen.  

We all need a plan for our money. Dave Ramsey’s class will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, 

spend and save wisely, and much more! 

Still not sure about the class? Call or email the church office 715-659-5158; 

email sjlcoffice@frontier.com with questions or to chat about the class. 

You can sign up from the church website: www.stjohnsspencer.com; click 

the FPU link.   

Cost of class & materials: $100  

Scholarships may be available, contact the church office for more info.  

Social Concerns 

Giving Tree 

Thank the Lord, we were able to help 11 families in our community with the 

Giving tree. Everyone’s generosity is greatly appreciated. Also a special thank 

you for all the elves that helped make this all come together.   

 

God’s Blessings to all. 

Sharon Schiszik  

 

http://www.stjohnsspencer.com
http://www.stjohnsspencer.com
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Riplinger Attendance 
November 1   36 

November 8   39 

November 15   32 

November 22   28 

November 29   45 

Many Thanks 

Thank you! I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers and those sent cards and gifts during 
my recent surgery. May God bless you all. Art Halverson 

Thank you to LeRoy Dommer for donating the Christmas tree.  

Annual Meeting  
January 17 following worship  

 
Please submit any items for the annual report to the 

church office by January 3.  

Date Reader Communion Counters 

Jan 3 Bob Burns  Bob Burns 

Dave Newman 

Jan 10 Brenda  

Newman 

Bob Burns Dawn Pagenkopf 

Brenda Newman 

Jan 17 Dave Newman  Deana Parker 

Gail Burns 

Jan 24 Deana Parker  Jane Meacham 

Joy Miller 

Jan 31 Don Newman  Wayne Hendrickson 

John Meacham 

Riplinger News 

Thank you to Deana 

Parker and all of the 

Sunday School students 

for telling the Christmas 

story during this year’s 

Christmas Program. 
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Suffering People 

The author of this story is John the disciple whom Jesus loved. He was prominent in the early church. The story speaks for 

itself. 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 

he was born blind?”  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might 

be displayed in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 

and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam.” So the man went and washed, and came home 

seeing. 

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” 

Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” “How then were 

your eyes opened?” they asked. He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go 

to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” “Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened 

the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my 

eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. Then they turned again to 

the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this 

your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” “We know he is our son,” the 

parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask 

him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already 

had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. That was why his 

parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know 

this man is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I 

see!” Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered, “I have told you already and 

you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?” Then they hurled insults at 

him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 

fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does 

his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. 

Spiritual Blindness 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is 

he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one 

speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this 

world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” Jesus said, “If you were blind, 

you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.” 

Two points to this story stand out.  In trying to understand why people suffer or why some people suffer more than 

others, Jesus explains “so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”  And the second point deals with who was really 

blind that day—those who refused to believe in the Messiah who had healed the blind man.  The story speaks to the heart of 

Christian faith. The apostle Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians (4:16-18): “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.ò 

Phyllis Ovans, Next Door Savior by Max Lucado, NIV Bible (John 9:1-41)—01/2016  
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1 Holly Bauer 

Emily Hagen 

Jerry Marden 

Eugene Stroetz 

3 Harper Henaman 
4 Bridget Cloud 

Hunter Davis 

Joy Heeg 

5 Payton Porter 

8 Audrey Hopfensperger 
9 Ethan Gault 

Marsha Martens 

Camdyn Vogel 

10 Peggy Labrensz 

12 Barb Strupp 
13 Joan Herder 

Ray Toltzman 

14 Michelle Hendrickson 
15 Britny Porter 

Elsie Schmutzler 
16 Duane Meacham 

Barb Seefeld 

Rich Wachholz 
17 Allen Jicinsky 

Don Newman 
18 Andrew Anderson 

Dave Buse 

19 Robin Bauer 

20 Dick Berger 
21 Patty Behrens 

Danica Weber 
22 Luci Hardrath 

Karen Seefeldt 

23 Kevin Gaetz 

24 Patty Soltow 
25 Justin Burns 

Danika Griepentrog 

28 Joe Matter 

29 Teddy VanArk 
30 Peg Christopherson 

Les Dommer 

Troy Hardrath 

Lydia VanArk 
31 Nathan Gronski 

Cody Parker 

Blanche Toltzman 

January Anniversaries 
7 Ryan & Brittney Sebold 4 yrs 

9 Wayne & Charla Hagen 34 yrs 

14 Don & Dorene Newman 6 yrs  

 

18 Brad & Lori Helsten 9 yrs 

21 Dean & Paula Hanson 51 yrs 

23 Dave & Tracy Weber 10 yrs 

Thank you to everyone who remembered Jeff & I 

with cards or gifts this year. We truly appreciate 

your thoughtfulness. Pastor Rebekah 

Thank you to everyone who gave my family and I 

cards or gifts. We are very thankful to have your 

friendships! Jenny, Rich, Rudy, Leah, Lydia & 

Rachel Nieman 

Thank You! 

10th Annual Marriage Workshop 

Soul Healing Love - Forgiveness With Drs. Tom 

and Bev Rodgers 

LEARN 

 Ways forgiveness helps to keep Romance in your 

marriage 

 How to communicate honestly and effectively 

 How to manage unhealthy emotions 

 The whys of forgiveness 

 What forgiveness is and what it is not 

 What happens when we don’t forgive 

 The advantages of forgiveness 

 Stages and steps to true forgiveness 

 Forgiveness and unconditional love 

When: Saturday, February 27, 2016, 8:30am-4:30pm  

Where: Highland Community Church, Wausau 
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2016  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 

28 
Jenny on vacation 

29 
Jenny on vacation 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 

30 
Jenny on vacation 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Where Moms 
Connect 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth 
Group 

31 
Jenny on vacation 

1 
Jenny on vacation 

2 

3 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 

4 
7:00 PM  
CrossWays Bible 
Study 

5 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
meeting 

6 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Cross Training 
Classes 
7:00 PM Youth Group 
8:00 PM Mission Trip 
Meeting 

7 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
1:00 PM Riplinger 
WELCA 

8 9 

10 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
6:30 PM Council Meeting 

11 
5:50 PM Video 
Yoga 
7:00 PM  
CrossWays Bible 
Study 

12 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
meeting 

13 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Cross Training 
Classes 
7:00 PM Where Moms 
Connect 
7:00 PM Youth Group 

14 
6:30 PM When Mourn-
ing Comes (tentative) 

15 16 

8:00 AM Stamp 

Class 

17 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
12:00 PM Annual Meeting at 
Riplinger 
6:30 PM Cub Scout meeting 
6:30 PM FPU Class 

18 
5:50 PM Video 
Yoga 
7:00 PM  
CrossWays Bible 
Study 

19 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
meeting 
7:00 PM Children of 
the Day Study 

20 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Cross Training 
Classes 
7:00 PM Youth Group 

21 
6:30 PM -
 8:00 PM Cub Scout 
Pack Meeting 

22 23 

24 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Annual Meeting 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
4:00 PM Fitness Class 
6:30 PM FPU Class 

25 
5:50 PM Video 
Yoga 
7:00 PM  
CrossWays Bible 
Study 

26 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
5:00 PM COME 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
meeting 

27 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Cross Training 
Classes 
7:00 PM Where Moms 
Connect 
7:00 PM Youth Group 

28 29 30 

31 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:00 AM The Story Bible Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
4:00 PM Fitness Class 
6:30 PM FPU Class 

1 
5:50 PM Video 
Yoga 
7:00 PM  
CrossWays Bible 
Study 

2 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
6:30 PM Cub Scout 
meeting 

3 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Worship 
7:00 PM Cross Training 
Classes 
7:00 PM Youth Group 
8:00 PM Mission Trip 
Meeting 

4 
9:00 AM -
 10:15 AM Fitness 
Class 
11:00 AM Bible Study 
1:00 PM Riplinger 
WELCA 

5 6 
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 Spencer Serving Schedule 
If you cannot serve when you are scheduled please find a replacement 

and then contact the church office with the change so it can be noted 

and printed correctly in the bulletin. Thanks! 

8:00 am 
January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31 

8:00 am Greeter Theresa Kenyon Teri Schorer Cindy Weiler Randi & Gary 
Thompson 

Gary & Karen 
Grieser= 

8:00 am Technology Brandon Kopp Jody Scidmore Roxie Wetterau Nadine Willett Dennis Kopp 

8:00 am Ushers Bill Martens 
Jim Christopherson 

Jan Ammons 
Ed Bruger 

Bob & Glenda Fellenz Bob Helsten 
Dennis Kopp 

Jesse Klement 
Tyson Klement 

8:00 am Communion  
Assistant 

Inez Fosberg Jan Ammons Cindy Weiler Janell Kopp Amy Weber 

8:00 am Acolyte Tyler Klement Brooke Suckow Kylie Smazal  Sawyer Kilty Kaitlyn Schmidt 

8:00 am Reader Brandon Kopp Allen Jicinsky Roxie Wetterau Jerry Marden Teri Schorer 

      

9 :00 am Hospitality Jesse Klement Neil Schauer Luanne Schwarze Pam Hardrath Karen Grieser 

10:00 am  
     

10:00 am Greeter Dawn Buse Tanya Griepentrog Shelbi Hoefs Kole Herman Rich Wilke 

10:00 am Technology Jody Scidmore Dennis Kopp Tracey Ackman Paige Lawrence  Randi Thompson 

10:00 am Sound Shelby Christopherson Brandon Kopp Bruce Luepke  Nadine Willett 

10:00 am Assisting  
Minister 

Janell Kopp Allen Jicinsky Jody Scidmore Brandon Kopp Brooke Brandt 

10:00 am Ushers Milt Viergutz 
Travis Hardrath 

Jesse Klement 
Tyson Klement 

Brandon Kopp 
Dennis Kopp 

Josie Tremelling 
Alexis Tremelling 

Bruce Luepke 
Travis Hardrath 

10:00 am Communion  
Assistants 

Amanda Knecht 
Kelly Lawrence 
Janine Luepke 

David Knecht 
Jenny Nieman 
Alexis Tremelling 

Penni Cloud 
Neil Schauer 
Jody Scidmore 

Milt Viergutz 
Amy Weber 
Cindy Weiler 

Amanda Gronski 
Brandon Kopp 
Janine Luepke 

10:00 am Acolyte Leah Nieman Aidan Griepentrog Colten Schillinger Jaci Cook  Kole Herman  

10:00 am Basket bearer Tony Bauer Braden Kieffer Ethan Cloud Kyler Hardrath Savana Weyer 

Counters      

Communion  
Set up for the month 

Paige Lawrence     

Wed 6:30 pm January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27  

Greeter/Usher Dawn Buse Amanda Gronski Jesse Klement Tyson Klement  

Technology/Sound Randi Thompson Roxie Wetterau Roxie Wetterau  Randi Thompson 

Acolyte Danika Griepentrog Blake Engevold Josie Tremelling  Lydia Nieman 

January Schedule 
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Winter Weather Policy (Spencer) 

For Sunday worship services: In severe winter 

conditions the council chairperson and Pastor 

Rebekah will make a decision about cancelling 

worship services by 6:30 am.  

 Notification:  

Message on church phone voicemail 

 Email notice will be sent out to all recipients 

of the weekly email 

 Sunday school teachers will be called to 

contact students  

For Wednesday worship and all other activities 

during the week: In the event that Spencer 

schools close due to weather, consider all 

church activities including worship cancelled. If 

schools are closed, the church office will also 

be closed that day.  

Annual Meeting 
Annual meeting January 24, 9 am  

 
This will include discussion and decision about the 

two Sunday worship services.  

 
Please submit any items for the annual report to the 

church office by January 3.  

 

Spencer Attendance 
Wed. November 25   190 

Wed. December 2   39 

Wed. December 9   20 

Wed December 16   35 

 

Sun, November 29 

 8 am– 36; 10 am– 54 

Sun, December 6  

 8 am– 40; 10 am– 62 

Sun, December 13  

 8 am-61 ;10 am– 53 

Spencer Notes 

Poinsettias shared:  
In loving memory of:  
Jeff Hanson, Paul & Frances Seefeld, Ben, Art & Vilas Hanson 

    by Dean & Paula Hanson 

Robert & Elvira Kilty; Judy Schmitt; Gary & Linda Kilty; Sandy 

Kilty   by Pam Kilty 

Don Fosberg  by Inez Fosberg 

Dick Young & Gerry Andrew   by Judi Andrew 

Arnold & Scott Oelrich, Sandra Kilty by Muriel Oelrich 

Jacob Kopp, Grandpa Pete & Grandpa Shorty  

      by Dennis & Janell Kopp 

Glen & Bernita Rucker; Sylvester & Irene Fellenz; Glenn 

Rucker Jr. Bill Pagelsdorf  by Bob & Glenda Fellenz 

Our Parents & Kevin Grieser by Gary & Karen Grieser 

Corey Griepentrog  by Jim & Sharon Schiszik;  

    Ryan, DeAnn, Dyllan & Danika aGriepentrog 

Ervin & Maybelle Kollmansperger  

    by Jim & Sharon Schiszik, Ryan, DeAnn,  

    Dyllan & Danika Griepentrog; Patty  

    Behrens; Ryan, DeAnn, Dyllan,  

    & Danika Griepentrog 

Ron Dietsche & Norman Mellenthin  by Nancy Dietsche  

Peter Marchink & Lucille Zugier  by Linda Marchinek 

Milton Dommer & Fred & Ida Dommer  

    by Darlene Dommer, Gayle Dommer,  

    Doug Dommer, Dawn & Tom Lett 

Alfred & Frieda Hendrickson  by Darlene Dommer;  

    Delores & Wilbur Buse; Ardy Hendrickson;  

    Karen & Ron Seefeldt 

Sandy Kilty; Scott Oelrich; Bob & Elvira Kilty; Arnold 

Oelrich; Judy Schmitt; Gary & Linda Kilty by Dave Kilty 

Albert & Theresa Weix; Jack & Adeline Seefeldt by Joe & 

Rhonda Weix 

In Celebration of:  

Blessing of Brandon & Mikayla Kopp  

    by Dennis & Janell Kopp 

The Holy Gifts of Christmas 

    by Gail & Allen Jicinsky 
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Council Minutes 

November 22, 2015 6:30 PM 
Present: Allen Jicinsky- Chair, Roxie Wetterau-

Treasurer, Gail Jicinsky-Social Concerns, Pastor 

Rebekah Tarras, Dennis Kopp-Buildings & Grounds, 

Cindy Weiler – Worship, Jenny Nieman-Faith 

Development, Jody Scidmore-Secretary    

Guests: Glenda Fellenz, Secretary Elect; David Knecht, 

Building & Grounds Elect 

Devotion - Team devotion led by Pastor Tarras. 

Call to Order  Meeting called to order at 6:45 by 

Allen. Introductions of team shared. 
Secretary report/Jody- MSA (Jenny/Cindy) to approve 

October meeting and congregational minutes. 

Worship Committee/Cindy 
1. Advent and Christmas services and decorating 

planned.  

2.  Service comments shared. 

Social Concerns/Gail  
1. Operation Christmas Child project successful with 

78 boxes donated from St. John’s and 1079 

transported from the Relay Center. 

2.  Community Giving Tree project has started. 

3.  Malawi pill bottle collection has been discontinued. 

Faith Development/Jenny  
1. Sunday School: Children will try a closing 11/29 thru 

12/13 instead of an opening.  
2.  Christmas Program will be on 12/20 at 10AM, “O 

Christmas Tree, Reveal to Us the Savior”. Practices 

on Sundays before Christmas 
3.  Mission Trip: Fundraisers for trip include Basket 

Raffle (Ash Weds-Palm Sunday), Rummage Sale 

(early April) and Club 52. 

Pastor  

1. Shared monthly report. 
2. Julia Hoesley and family have transferred to  

Most Sacred Heart Parish in Dodge, WI. 
3. MSA (Gail/Roxie) to approve membership for Emily 

Beathard and Bob and Audrey Helsten. 

4. Pat Miller will continue coordinating funeral meals. 
5. Financial Peace Class will start in January with 

Wayne Hagen. Minimum 8 people for class, 9 

sessions, $100. 
6. MSA (Cindy/Roxie) to approve membership rolls 

review. 

Building & Grounds/Denny 

1. Snow plowing stakes have been placed.  

2. Snow shoveling schedule will be made. 
3. Denny will get more office keys made per Jenny’s 

request. 

Chair/Allen  
1. Staff salary proposals from Personnel committee 

shared and discussed. MSA to approve proposed 2016 

salaries with change to Organist “event” to be changed 

to “service”; Custodians change $80/week to $83/

scheduled week/2 custodians and $86/scheduled week/

Head custodian. 
2. Jenny or Pastor will contact Custodians of needs 

other than usual weekly cleaning needs. 

Treasurer/Roxie  
1. 2016 budget proposal reviewed and discussed. 

Updated proposal will be reviewed at December 

meeting. 

 

Next meetings December 13, 2015 at 6:30 PM   
Annual Congregational meeting will be held 

January 24, 2016 at 9:00 AM  

Adjourn- Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.  


