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Why Children Need to Get to Church on Christmas Eve  

In most families Christmas Eve and Day are busy, chaotic times. It is not easy to get a family that includes overly-

excited children to church. But, it is worth the effort. Children (and their parents) actually need it.   

To hear the story read or told in an important way on the ònight it happenedó - Children like hearing the 

story of their birth on their birthday and celebrating other big events on “the very day it happened.” So, the story 

which may have been acted out in a pageant and discussed in church school and read at home, feels more “real” 

when read on Christmas Eve or Day in the sanctuary. 

To go to church at night– These days children are at church most often during the day. To go at night to a 

decorated, even candle-lit church is almost magical. When the family makes this an important part of Christmas – 

even in the middle of the chaos – just being there reminds children what is most important about Christmas. 

To be with a crowd telling the story– Joining church friends reminds children that this story is something bigger 

than just their family traditions. They are part of a huge family of families who celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

To sing the carols at least one more time– Not many families sing together at home and not many children’s 

groups sing religious carols any more. That means we need to be intentional about singing with the carols with the 

children. And, who would want to miss singing “Silent Night” in the Christmas Eve sanctuary while hugging your 

child! 

To create a context in which to discover the truth about Santa – If Santa is all there is to Christmas Eve once 

children learn “the truth,” Christmas is just a greedy gift grab. But, if Christmas Eve has always circled around the 

story of Jesus told in the sanctuary the Christmas celebration gets richer. 

To create memories- Worshiping on Christmas Eve or Day as a family creates over the years a treasure trove of 

memories. Some of them shine with wonder. Others make for eye-rolling stories that are retold every Christmas. 

These memories are precious for both the children as they mature and the parents as they age. 

Make worship together as a family a priority for your Christmas celebration. 

Christmas Worship Times  
Christmas Eve: 4:30 pm at Spencer 

                        6:30 pm at Spencer 

                        8:00 pm at Riplinger 

Christmas Day: 9:00 am at Spencer  
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Worship Times  
8:00 am Sunday @ Spencer  

10:00 am Sunday @ Spencer 

11:00 am Sunday@ Riplinger 

 

Church Office  
B3750 State Hwy 13 

Spencer, WI 54479 

715-659-5158 

 

Website: 
www.stjohnsspencer.com 

 

Pastor  
Rev. Rebekah Tarras 

Email: sjlcpastor@frontier.com 

Office: 715-659-5158 

Cell: 715-897-5393 

 

Secretary:  
Jenny Nieman 

Office Hours: 8:30 am-4:30 pm 

sjlcoffice@frontier.com 

Office: 715-659-5158 

 

Mission Statement 
(Spencer)  
LIVE Daily in God’s grace  

GROW in our discipleship  

SHARE Christ with all 

 

Communication  

Deadlines  
Help us keep people informed 

by submitting your information 

to the church office before the 

following deadlines: 

•  Weekly e-mail:  

Tuesday 9 am  

¶ Sunday bulletin  

Thursdays 9 am  

¶ Monthly Newsletter:  

20th of each month  

Give a Gift that Keeps on Giving  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you get the person who already has all they 

need? An ELCA Good gift. 

 
Browse the catalog or look online at www.elca.org/

goodgifts for more than 50 gift-giving options to give 

in honor of friends and family. 

 
Visit www.ELCA.org/goodgifts/print a card for a selection of 

printable cards. Give online or through the mail and you may 

request that a printed card for each of your gifts be mailed to your 

home. Please allow two weeks for delivery when ordering online, 

and three weeks for delivery when ordering through the mail. 

 
The ELCA’s approach to ministry starts with listening. After 

our congregations and global companions identify local 

needs, we partner with them as they develop local 

solutions. As a long-standing, unwavering presence in nearly 

90 countries, including the United States, we steer clear of 
“one-size-fits-all” answers and have enormous respect for 

local context, local expertise and local ingenuity. 

We are good stewards of your resources, holding 

administrative costs at less than 10 percent – among the 

lowest of other organizations doing similar work.  

The items in our catalog are examples of work being done in projects and 

programs supported by funds from the ELCA. Your gifts will be combined with 

the gifts of others to fund areas of work related to your selection (e.g. 

international emergencies, health care, sustainable development, etc.) so that 

your donation has the greatest impact. In order to honor your generosity and 

keep administrative costs low, the ELCA does not track individual financial gifts 

to specific families or locations in the United States or abroad.  

 
Your gift reflects Godõs love, making a difference in peopleõs lives and 

around the world.  Your donations support long-term, sustainable solutions 

that ensure that these good gifts last for more than a couple days or weeks. 

They keep on giving for years to come.  

 

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
https://community.elca.org/elca-good-gifts/print-a-card
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Worship  

Readings 

December 4  
Third Sunday of Advent  

Shepherds 

Luke 2:8-20  

December 11  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Mary & Joseph 

Luke 1:26-38  

December 18  
8 am  A Celebration of the 

Christ Child in Scripture, 

Story and Song 

10 am   Christmas Program 

11 am  Christmas Program 

December 24  

Luke 2:1-20 

December 25  
Luke 2:1-20 

Only one service  

9 am at Spencer  

January 1 
Isaiah 43:14-21 

Psalm 27 

Christmas Worship Times  
 

Christmas Eve  

4:30 pm and 6:30 pm at Spencer 

8:00 pm at Riplinger 

 

Christmas Day  
9:00 am at Spencer 

Christmas Programs  
Spencer and Riplinger Christmas Programs will be  

December 18.  

  Spencer 10 am  

  Riplinger 11 am  

Choir at Spencer  
Choir practice is Tuesdays at 6:00 

pm, everyone who likes to sing is 

invited! Questions contact Mary 

Seefeld 715-659-4613. 

Winter Weather Policy (Spencer)  

For Sunday worship services: In severe winter conditions the council 

chairperson and Pastor Rebekah will make a decision about cancelling 

worship services by 6:30 am.  

¶ Notification: Message on church phone voicemail 

¶ Email notice will be sent out to all recipients of the weekly email 

¶ Sunday school teachers will be called to contact students  

For all other activities during the week: In the event that Spencer 

schools close due to weather, consider all church activities cancelled. If 

schools are closed, the church office will also be closed that day.  
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Christmas Program 

Rehearsals  
Christmas Program Rehearsals will 

be December 4 and December 11 

beginning at 2:30 pm. Christmas 

Program will be December 18 at 

10 am.  Participants please be at 

church by 9 am to get into 

costume and for last minute 

preparations.  

 

Sunday School    
Note: there will not be Sunday 

school classes on Dec. 18 & 25 or 

Jan. 1. Classes will resume Jan. 8.  

 

GIFT Units Begin  
Several GIFT units will begin on 

January 8.  

Kindergarteners, First Graders and 

their parents will begin their GIFT 

unit on prayer.  

Second graders and their parents 

will begin their GIFT unit 

on Stewardship.  

Faith Development  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Training   

December 7 we start a new series 

“Another Christmas Story”. It’s 

Christmas. Nativity scenes are 

everywhere. You know, Mary, 
Joseph, shepherds, angels and the 

drummer boy (who wasn’t actually 

there). Maybe you grew up seeing 

these scenes and wondered what 

they were all about. Or maybe 

you’ve heard the story a million 

times. Either way, there’s another 

story we bet you haven’t heard, 

characters you barely know, scenes 

you don’t see in the plastic nativity 

on your neighbor’s lawn. As we 

explore two often-untold parts of 

the Christmas story, we discover 

that God has something bigger in 

mind from the very beginning. And, 

just as it was true for those at the 

first Christmas, He may just have a 

bigger story in mind for us as well.  

 

 

Christmas Vacation Boredom Buster  
Keep the reason for the Christmas season front and center by watching 

videos that are available on RightNow Media. You can view these great 

videos from your phone, tablet or computer. Access RightNow Media 

directly from our website: www.stjohnsspencer.com, just click on the link 

and set up your account. Feel free to send your friends over to the website 

so they can have access to this fabulous resource too.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Parentõs Summit 

Equip, Encourage and Resource 

The Parent’s Summit is a single day, 

premier training and equipping 

event for parents. This one day 

event will change the way you look 

at parenting and marriage.  

February 11, 2017 9am-4:30 pm at 

Woodlands Church Plover 

The goal at The Parent’s Summit is 

to give you actionable steps toward 

being the best parents possible.  

$35 admission 

òRock Your Marriageó Annual 

Marriage Conference  

No matter where you are in your 

relationship, this conference will 

strengthen your marriage and give 

you great hope for your future 

together. Dave & Ann Wilson will 

help us learn about God’s design 

for marriage with practical 

information and tips sprinkled with 

humor!  

Feb. 25, 2017 at Highland 

Community Church, Wausau 

Children  Youth  Adults  
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New Members  

Spencer welcomed new members in November:  

Rachel Blanchard and her children Elisha and Evan 

Lauren Ponter and her daughter Cailee Clements 
Gail Ponter  

Doug & Jan Kops 

What's New At Luther Park Bible Camp....  
Executive Ministry Director, Keith Newman, attended the national Lutheran Outdoor 

Ministries conference in Nebraska where one of the highlights was a presentation by 

Dr. Jake Sorenson and Dr. Paul Hill discussing their initial findings of their survey 

entitled Effective Camp Ministry. Luther Park was one of six camps included in the 

survey. Keith plans to invite Dr. Sorenson to meet with us on Saturday, January 28th 

at our Annual Meeting beginning at 9:30 a.m. at Luther Park Bible Camp. 

Registration for summer camp began November 1st at 6 a.m. and the first of many 

registrations came in 

at 6:03 a.m. Our camp is growing and we are blessed!!  

Upcoming events : 

¶ January 6 & 7 – Recharge 

¶ Adult Ministry: 

¶ December 10 - Paint Party – paint a bonfire scene from Luther Park with presenter Christina Rambo 

¶ January 28 – Annual Meeting at camp beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

January 29 – WinterFest at camp 
From all of us on the Luther Park Bible Camp Board: We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year and 

thank you for your continued prayers and support! 

Kay Moen-Urseth, soon-to-retire board president 

No Regrets Menõs Conference 
The No Regrets Simulcast  will be held at 

Highland Community Church, Wausau Campus on 

Saturday, February 4, 2017. Cost is $25/person 

age 18 and older and $15/person age 17 and under 

and includes sub sandwich lunch before January 29. 

Price increases to $30/$20 after January 29.  
To register: http://

www.highlandcommunitychurch.com/registration 

http://www.highlandcommunitychurch.com/registration
http://www.highlandcommunitychurch.com/registration
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Social Concerns  

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Project  

Thank you to everyone who packed a shoebox gift or helped staff the Relay Center. St. 

John’s, Spencer contributed 64 shoebox gift.  

Shop with Scrip and Festival Cards  

Scrip Gift Cards make great Christmas gifts!  

What is Scrip?  
Scrip is a term that means "substitute money". When you purchase scrip, you are purchasing negotiable gift 

certificates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to make everyday purchases like food, 

clothing and other essentials, and with every purchase you earn revenue that we use to help out in the community. 

How Scrip Generates Revenue for Us   
The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on our behalf as well as other nonprofit organizations to purchase large amounts 

of scrip from grocery stores, department stores and other retailers. Because the scrip is purchased with cash up 

front, the participating retailers offer a substantial discount. St. John's buys scrip from the Great Lakes Scrip Center 

at a discount. This discount - from two to fifteen percent, or more - is our organization's revenue. 

Scrip Is Shopping Cart Fun!  
Scrip is a popular fund raiser because families don't need to sell anything. Organization members produce revenue 

by making purchases they would make anyway AT NO EXTRA COST TO THEM! Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts even 

gasoline can be purchased with scrip. These cards make great gifts and can help you maintain a budget. 

Here's How to Order Scrip Gift Cards  
First, you can order gift cards by filling out the order form found in the brochure rack 

and place it in the Scrip mailbox. Please make checks payable to "St. John's" 

Second, you can also place an order by going on-line to www.shopwithscrip.com . If 

you use this option, please pay by “Prestopay” on-line or make your check payable to St. 

John's. If you use this option, please print out your order summary and place it in the 

Scrip mailbox.  

Did you know?  Kohl's gift cards can be used to pay your Kohl's charge bill!   
Orders will be placed on November 6th, November 20th, December 4th to ensure 

delivery before Christmas. 

HAPPY SHOPPING WITH SCRIP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!! 

Giving Tree  
This year’s Giving Tree is up and ready, if you are able to purchase a gift for a family in need this 

Christmas season, please pick a tag, note the tag id #, find the corresponding tag id spot on the 

clipboard and put your name and phone number there. Go shopping and return the gifts to church 

by Dec. 11. If you have any questions contact Sharon Schiszik  

715-650-1130.  

Kwik Trip Gift Cards  
Say Merry Christmas with a Kwik Trip gift card - $10.00 or $20.00 cards - benefits St. John's.  

See or call Inez Fosberg - 715-659-5149 or 715-507-0568. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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Stewardship  

IT'S NOT TOO LATEé. 
THANK YOU  to the 68 members/families who have already turned in their 

pledge cards Investing In Our Future  for our annual campaign and capital 

campaign.  We are over half-way to our goal of $200,000 to pay off the 

mortgage by 2020!  Together, we have pledged $113, 068.72 so far toward 

the mortgage and $105, 776.00 toward our annual giving for 2017.  Amazing 

how God works with us to add it all up! 

Expressions of gratitude  to those who are already fulfilling their pledge 

commitments toward the campaigns.  We have already seen a reduction in 

our overall debt this month as we paid an additional $1667 toward the principal of the mortgage!  Reminder that all 

donations received before December 31, 2016 are tax-deductible for this year and will be reflected on your 

upcoming fourth quarter giving statement. 

It's not too late!   We still need the generosity and support of all members and friends of St. John's Lutheran 

Church to meet our goal of $200,000 by 2020.  Your efforts will continue to support the mission and ministry of St 

John's Church as we pay off our debt, then look to our future to expand the use of our church building and land to 

better serve the community, create an emergency fund, supplement our ministry to reach a larger population, and 

enhance the support of our mission projects. Pledge cards are available in the brochure rack and available by calling 

the church office at 715-659-5158.   

Our greatest gifté as you go about your holiday celebrations, take moments to reflect on the greatest Christmas 

present we have ever received - God loved us so much he gave us life through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Our greatest 

gift we can give is to live our lives with the love and generosity that Jesus shows us.  Blessings on you and your 

families as you celebrate with joy all that God has given us this season. 

Heather Vogel , Stewardship Director 

Cemetery/Old Church Memorial 

Sign Dedication  
Everyone is invited to the Cemetery on 

December 4, 9:20 am to dedicate the new sign. 

Dress according to the weather, please park on 

Century Road and not in the former parsonage 

parking area.  

Sign Dedication  
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Serving Schedule  

Date  Reader Acolyte  Communion  Counters  

Dec 4 Lois Block Levi Dommer  Joy Miller 

Wayne Hendrickson 

Dec 11 Scott  

Parker 

Iva Schuette Deana Parker John Meacham 

Scott Parker 

Dec 18 Sherry 

Schmutzler 

Dallas Dommer  Tom Dommer 

Sherry Schmutzler 

Dec 24 Tom  

Dommer 

Elsa Schuette  Jody Viegut 

Sue Wallace 

Dec 25 Reminder Christmas Day worship is 9 am at Spencer 

Riplinger Attendance  
Oct. 2  22 

Oct 9   19 

Oct 16  35 

Oct 23  35 

Oct 30  18 

Riplinger  

Riplinger WELCA  
WELCA met November 3 with six members present. Lois Block led the Bible study on the conversion of Paul. 

Lois Block called the meeting to order. Secretary and Treasurer reports were read and approved.  

A donation will be sent for Our Daily Bread devotions.  

Thanksgiving cards will be sent to our shut ins.  

November 13 will be ThankOffering Sunday. WELCA women will help with worship.  

The December potluck dinner will be Dec. 4. All are welcome to come.  

The church will be decorated for Christmas on Dec. 1.  

Meeting closed with prayer.  

Lunch was served by Lois.                     Ila Meacham, Secretary 

Christmas Party  
Everyone is invited for the Christmas Party on December 4 following worship, 

please bring a dish to pass.  

2017 Serving Schedule  
The 2017 Serving schedule is posted at church and copies were placed in mailboxes.  
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Spencer Council Meeting Minutes  

October 16, 2016  

Present: Roxie Wetterau, Cindy Weiler; Jenny Nieman; 

Heather Vogel; Amy Schmidt; Pastor Rebekah Tarras; 

Glenda Fellenz, David Knecht, Jody Scidmore, Amy 

Schmidt 

Absent: Heather Vogel, Dennis Kopp 

 

Call to Order  : Jody called to order at 6:02 pm 

Book Study  –completed book study, Ask, Thank, Tell 

led by Pastor  

Secretary Report:  MSA Roxie Wetterau and Amy 

Schmidt to approve September 2016 council minutes. 

Two thank you notes were shared with council.  

Treasurer Report: Roxie shared September 2016 

report  
Worship:   

1.  Time and Talent sign up is completed. Advent 

starting earlier this year. Riplinger will join us for 

Christmas Day worship. Riplinger is also interested in 

sharing Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  

Faith Development:  

1. Sunday school: first teacher’s meeting of year is Oct. 

16. Tanika Reckner is painting a Noah’s Ark mural in 

the Pre K classroom.  

2. Cross Training: New large/small group format is 

going really well. Two upcoming special events: Oct 

19 Cross Generational Stewardship event at Zion, 

Stratford & Oct 26 Silver Ring Thing event 

(abstinence & purity) at Medford High School parents 

are encouraged to attend both.  

3. Mission trip: Those interested in going must register 

by Oct 20. That’s My Pan Fundraiser will kick off Oct 

29 with a display in the Marshfield Mall.  

4. Adult Education: Sunday morning study group will 

begin a new study “Son of God” on Nov 13. 

CrossWays study is Monday nights 7 pm. Where 

Moms Connect meets bi-weekly on Wed nights 6:45 

pm. Wed Morning Bible study on Romans meets 

Wed mornings at 10 am. ,  

Stewardship   

1. Commitment Sunday will be Oct. 23 serving brunch 

after each service.  

Social Concerns .  

1. LWR quilts were on display in church Oct 16; Jody 

Scidmore is coordinating Operation Christmas Child. 
Sharon Schiszik will be coordinator for Giving Tree. 

Winter clothing drive for Marianne’s Closet will be a 

mission project.  

2. 69 people were served at September COME meal; 

outside groups will be helping with serving.  

Fellowship & Care   

1. No report.  

Building & Grounds   

1. Blacktop sealing has been completed. Checking into 

snowplowing. Dave Buse is checking with company 

that the windows were purchased from for repair 

issues.  

2. Working on estimates for carpet cleaning. 

3. Lettering on sign is being looked into.  

Pastor   

1. Shared activity report for August and September  

2. Communion visitor training is set for Oct 25, 7 pm 

3. Received memorial gifts from Phyllis Ovans. 

4. Discussed updating the congregation’s constitution. 

5. Gary Grieser will be contacted on Portico Benefits 
the congregation will be offering in 2017.  

6. Looking for ideas on how we can improve 

communication with congregation.  

Old Business  

1. Roxie discussed budget with council. Motion was 

made to approve spending budget for 2017. MSA by 

Cindy Weiler and Dave Knecht.    

New Business:  

1. Reviewed nominations for Annual meeting.  

2. Recommend priority list for use of capital campaign 

funds. 1. Pay off the mortgage 2. build maintenance 

fund 3. Staffing 4. Property improvements  

Next Meeting:  Sat. Nov 12, 8 am New council 

members will be invited . Annual meeting is Oct. 30, 

9 am 

Adjourn:  meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm.  

Spencer Attendance  
8:00 am  

November 6   31 

November 13   56 

November 20   41 

November 27   49 

 

10:00 am  

November 6   54 

November 13   76 

November 20   65 

November 27   38 
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October 30, 2016  

Chairperson : Dennis Kopp 

Minutes  –Glenda Fellenz, Recording Secretary 

Call to Order  Dennis Kopp called meeting to order at 9 am . 

Devotion: Devotion and prayer led by Pastor Rebekah. 

Reports:   

 Roxie Wetterau reviewed financial report as of September 2016 with congregation. 

 All Directors gave a brief talk on what they did this year and what their plans are for next year.  

Appointments:  

 Sexton: Allen Jicinsky 

 Amy Schmidt, Charla Hagen, Penni Cloud were appointed to the Audit Committee.  

Old Business:  

 Old Church Memorial will be completed soon.  

New Business:  

 Constitution Review Team Cindy Weiler and Brandon Kopp were appointed.  

 2017 Ministry Spending Plan was reviewed by Treasurer Roxie Wetterau MSA by Dorene Matter and Allen 

Jicinsky to approve the spending plan.  

 Elections: Printed ballots were presented to the congregation. Motion to close nominations. MSA by Amy 

Schmidt and Brandon Kopp.  

 Cast a unanimous ballot to elect all nominated. MSA by Allen Jicinsky and Cindy Weiler.  

Adjournment  

 All Council members were thanked by Chair, Dennis Kopp and meeting adjourned at 9:45 am. MSA by Bruce 

Luepke and Kelly Lawrence.  

Election Results:  

Chairperson: Jody Scidmore 

Vice Chairperson: Cindy Weiler 

Recording Secretary: Glenda Fellenz 

Financial Secretary: Brandon Kopp 

Worship Director: Nadine Willett 

Faith Development Director: Jenny Nieman 

Stewardship Director: Heather Vogel 

Social Concerns Director: Teri Schorer 

Fellowship and Care Director: Janell Kopp 

Buildings & Grounds Director: Dave Knecht 

Synod Assembly Voting Reps: Cindy Weiler and Brandon Kopp 

Open Positions: Cemetery Committee (1) Nominating Committee (3)  

Spencer Annual Meeting Minutes  
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Responses to Questions at Spencer Annual Meeting  

Q: What is something you are thankful for or proud of 

about our church?  

¶ Mom’s Connect group  
¶ small “family”, getting to know everyone, not just another 

face of number 

¶ Our outreach to the community of Spencer 

¶ COME meal 

¶ Supporting the food pantry 

¶ Being a part of the thanksgiving worship 

¶ “Be the Church” 

¶ Thankful for our Pastor and all she does.  
¶ I am thankful for all the friendly and God loving people or 

our congregation 

¶ When you need prayers, lots of people are very helpful! 
¶ Continued work to have youth programs and keep youth 

included and involved 
¶ My church family. Those that I can count on when I need 

them. 

¶ Our building 
¶ Appreciate Staff. Thankful for being able to talk to Jenny/

Pastor about anything at a drop of a hat and know it is 

kept in confidence 

¶ Pastor Rebekah 

¶ faithful people always willing to help 

¶ Pastor brings enlightening thoughts  

¶ its members  

¶ its values/missions 
¶ Jenny in the office going above and beyond keeping 

everything straight 

¶ The location and sign being changed often 
¶ Pastor and her drive to better the church with honesty 

and open mindedness 
¶ Financial talk when its not always a comfortable subject to 

address  

Q: A sermon series on the following topic(s) would 

help our church grow in our mission to live daily in 

Godõs grace, grow in our discipleship, and share Christ 

with all:  
¶ What does it mean to walk humbly with God, how to do 

that. 
¶ Anything related to current – dealing with stress and 

money, relationships 
¶ How to make putting Jesus #1 in our lives – how it relates 

to the now. 
¶ Make it fun – love little jokes and puns, etc. laughter 

during sermon/speech help people remember better 
¶ How to remain faithful when faced with doubts of our 

faith 

¶ Working together 

¶ Acceptance 

¶ How to grow our faith 

¶ Leading by example 

¶ Living out service how Jesus wanted 

¶ Christian leadership and stewardship 

¶ Stories of Daniel and Esther 

Q: If you had a magic wand, what is one thing you 

would change at St. Johnõs? 

¶ Help make our congregation grow 

¶ Get more people to attend church 
¶ Add a traditional candlelight service of mostly Christmas 

Biblical songs with brief sermon and message 
¶ Why are we only helping one group of people going to 

college and not doing it for others. 
¶ Financially stable to be able to meet all of our worship 

needs – more so our wants 
¶ The attendance of church on Sundays.  Since our 2 

services on Sunday, its seems more people are not 

coming. Not sure why. 

¶ Expand our music ministry 
¶ Singles group – would that help grow membership of 

young adults? 
¶ The gap from “old school” church members to youth and 

younger church members *we currently are working on 

this however I don’t’ feel all the elder members recognize 

this issue and the impact on others. 

¶ Our pastor 
¶ Add another screen to the other side. Many times it 

difficult to see due to the person in front/esp tall people!  

Q: In your opinion, what will it take for us (St. Johnõs) 

to reach the next generation?  
¶ Welcome our children to make sure they feel loved and 

support their projects especially camps – missions 
¶ To be more in tune to what is important to them and 

show them some respect. The majority of those I have 

talked to say they get nothing when they come to church 

nothing is relevant to them. 
¶ Continue to work with our youth to stay active and keep 

them as members 

¶ More outreach 

¶ Think and act like the group we are looking to reach 

¶ Communicate the way they do 
¶ Keep moving, keep open relationship with all members, 

keep making the younger members & youth aware. 

¶ ? Having consistent connections 

¶ Mentors 
¶ We need to listen to the teenagers. Not ask to there 

thoughts and do something else. There are many young 

adults that we just send to the back. They are frustrated 

with that. I know this for a fact. I here this from them. 
¶ Try not to spread ourselves to thin with all the fund 

raising. 
¶ While having some core traditions that are repetitive 

event or service keep also more contemporary options 

going to attract and engage them. Keep youth involved in 

having opportunities to serve if possible in services too. 

¶ Fun smart get togethers small groups  

¶ more one on one real life examples of god sightings 
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1 Donna Wenzel 

2 Woody Schmutzler 
3 Malachai Anderson 

Ralph Ottum 

Harper Reynolds 

Bailey Suckow 
4 Todd Ertl 

Jeff Weyer 

6 Trevor Ackman 
7 Crystal Luepke 

Ila Meacham 

Mike Neumann 
9 Raylan Burns 

Paula Hanson 

10 Beth Vollrath 
11 Kayann Dommer 

Dana Egner 

Vic Sandley 

12 Gail Ponter 
13 Juliet Ertl 

Braden Kieffer 
14 Jessica Ertl 

Derek Hendrickson 

Dave Lucht 
15 Lucy Habeck 

Carson Weyer 

16 Zoey Hardrath 

18 Jake Reynolds 

19 Jeff Tarras 

23 Brianna Suckow 
24 Dean Hanson  

Jackson Schuette 

25 Rich Wilke 
26 Jane Meacham 

Grayson VanArk 

27 Judine Block 

29 Christopher Schmidt 

30 Corrie Bauer 
31 Candi Mertins 

Randi Thompson 

2 Rich & Jenny Nieman 16 yrs 

3 Doug & Jan Kops 40 yrs 

8 Duane & Ila Meacham 59 yrs 

11 Keith & Trish Porter 21 yrs 

18 Roger & Darlene Shupe 40 yrs 
30 Dennis & Doris Seefeld 49 yrs 

 Jordan & Heather Vogel 10 yrs  

Anniversaries  

December  Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Membership Notes  

Baptisms  
At Spencer: Nov. 13 Ryssa Sebold 

daughter of Ryan & Britney Sebold 
At Riplinger: Nov. 13 Raylan Burns son 

of Christopher & Erika Burns  
If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please contact the 

church office.  

Shut Ins  
Hazel Seeman 

209 Wilderness View Dr 

Marshfield, WI 54449 

Elle Sundell 

P.O. Box 292 

Spencer, WI 54479 

Mary Ertl 

3013 Mann Rd 

Marshfield, WI 54449 

Grace Maines 

308 E. Clark St.  

Spencer, WI 54479 

Jean Mellenthin 

209 Wilderness View Dr 

Marshfield, WI 54449 

Leona Wachholz 

1185 Czech Court 

Friendship, WI 53934 

Ray & Blanche Toltzman 

Maplewood Terrace Apt. 208 

620 South Garfield Ave 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Linda Marchinek 

B1220 Town Hall Rd.  

Unity, WI 54488 

Darlene Dommer 

2520 W. Witzel Ave Apt. 110 

Oshkosh, WI 54904 

Pat Miller 

N9934 Groveside Ave 

Spencer, WI 54479 

LaVilla Schilling 

W143 Cloverdale Rd 

Colby, WI 54421 

Dennis & Doris Seefeld 

W4422 Bridge Rd 

Owen, WI 54460 

Military  
Kyle Herman 

380 EAMXS/Raptor 

APO AE 09853 

Jessica Rhodes (Wiersig) 

503 Henderson Drive 

Jacksonville, NC 28307 

Remembering Our Shut ins & Military  
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8:00 am 
December 4 December 11 December 18 December 24 

4:30 pm  
December 25 
9:00 am 

Greeter Wayne & Charla 

Hagen 

Bob & Audrey 

Helsten 
Pam Kilty Wayne & Charla 

Hagen 

Bob & Audrey 

Helsten 

Technology Dennis Kopp Roxie Wetterau Nadine Willett Randi Thompson Tracey Ackman 

Sound Nadine Willett Pam Kilty Dennis Kopp Bruce Luepke Ashton Ackman 

Ushers Harry Vogel 

Jim Christopherson 

Jan Ammons 

Gail Jicinsky 

Pam Kilty 

Bill Martens 

Bill Martens 

Janine Luepke 

Joan Bruss 

Josie Tremelling 

Communion  Janell Kopp Cindy Weiler  Kelly Lawrence Cindy Weiler 

Reader Jerry Marden Bill Martens Amy Schmidt Bill Martens Jim Christopherson 

Acolyte Kole Herman Paige Klement Malachai Anderson Tony Bauer Treyton Ackman 

Hospitality Kristy Kieffer Jenny Nieman Amy Schmidt   

Counters Teri Schorer 
Travis Hardrath 

Patty Behrens 

Wayne Hagen 
Paul Christopherson 

Teri Schorer 

Lori Helsten 
Jerry Marden 

Jackie Soback 

 Teri Schorer 
Larry Labrensz 

Brandon Kopp 

Communion Set up for the month:   

Dorene Matter & Kelly Lawrence  
   

Communion bread baker for the month: Amanda Gronski     

December Schedule  

Spencer Serving Schedule  

If you cannot serve when you are scheduled please find a replacement and then 

contact the church office with the change so it can be noted and printed 

correctly in the bulletin. Thanks! 

10:00 am 
December 4 December 11 December 18 December 24 

6:30 pm  

Greeter Bob & Glenda 

Fellenz  
Tanya Griepentrog Kristy Kieffer Jan Ammons 

Technology Allen Jicinsky Brandon Kopp Tracey & Ashton 

Ackman 
Nadine Willett 

Sound Brandon Kopp Nadine Willett Bruce Luepke Brandon Kopp 

Ushers Joan Bruss 

Travis Hardrath 

Gavid Kilty 

Dennis Kopp 
Allen & Gail Jicinsky Travis Hardrath 

Tanika Reckner 

Communion  
Assistants 

Danika Griepentrog 
Amanda Gronski 

David Knecht 

Cindy Weiler 
Kelly Lawrence 

Penni Cloud 

 Inez Fosberg 
Dennis Kopp 

Janell Kopp 

Assisting Minister Jenny Nieman Janell Kopp Brandon Kopp Mikayla Kopp 

Acolyte Leah Cook Treyton Ackman Connor Bacon Elisha Blanchard 

Basket bearer Nathan Kieffer Bridget Cloud  Davis Vinnedge 
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2016 December  
Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

27 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Son of God Study 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 

28 
6:00 PM Yoga 
7:00 PM CrossWays 
Bible Study 

29 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 

30 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Cross Training 
6:45 PM Where Moms 
Connect 

1 
1:00 PM Riplinger 
WELCA 

2 3 

4 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Son of God Study 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
9:20 AM Cemetery Sign  
Dedication at Cemetery 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
12:00 PM Riplinger Christmas 
Party 
2:30 PM Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Cub Scout Den Mtg 

5 
7:00 PM CrossWays 
Bible Study 

6 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 

7 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
5:30 PM Worship Planning 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Cross Training 

8 9 10 

11 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Son of God Study 
9:00 AM Sunday school 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM LulaRoe 
party 
2:30 PM Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 
6:30 PM Spencer Council 
Meeting 

12 
7:00 PM CrossWays 
Bible Study 

13 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 

14 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Cross Training 
6:45 PM Where Moms 
Connect 

15 
9:30 AM Conference 
Pastors 

16 17 

18 
8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Son of God Study 
10:00 AM Sunday school at 
Riplinger 
10:00 AM Worship w/
Christmas Program 
11:00 AM Sunday school 
teacher meeting 
11:00 AM Worship at Riplinger 
w/Christmas Program 

19 
7:00 PM CrossWays 
Bible Study 

20 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 

21 
10:00 AM Bible Study 
6:30 PM Cross Training 

22 23 24 
4:30 PM Christmas 
Eve Worship 
6:30 PM Christmas 
Eve Worship 
8:00 PM Christmas 
Eve Worship at 
Riplinger 

25 
9:00 AM Christmas Day  
Worship at Spencer 

26 27 
7:30 AM Fitness 
Class 
5:00 PM COME 

28 
6:45 PM Where Moms 
Connect 

29 30 
3:00 PM -8:00 PM 
Bruss/Buse  
Rehearsal dinner 
6:30 PM Bruss/Buse 
Wedding Rehearsal 

31 
3:00 PM Bruss/Buse 
Wedding 


